Course Outline

 Jr. High ELA

Grade 7 ELA 2017-2018
Programme Rationale and Philosophy:
English Language Arts allows students to know and understand more about themselves, others, and the world. through the exploration of varied genres, texts, and mediums, students will explore what it is to be human, and create their own literary and visual masterpieces. 
 Mark Breakdown:
· Major Assignments 20%
· Minor class work 15%
· Summative tests and quizzes 20%
· Write-ons 10%
· Midterm 10%
· Final Exam 25%
Classroom Expectations:

1. Arrive to class on time and be prepared to work and have fun!

2. Clean up after yourself.

3. Materials remain in the classroom.

4. Be courteous to your teacher and others.

5. Food & drinks are not allowed in the classroom unless special permission is granted. Ask first. Water in water bottles allowed.

6. Please do not bring any electronic devices out in class unless special permission is granted. Ask first. Warning, then take away, then office. 

7. Work should be handed in fully completed, and on time.
8. If you are absent from class, please talk to your teacher and see what you missed and go to the website http://misslucasatmountcarmel.weebly.com/
9.  If you need to leave the classroom, ask for the teacher’s permission.

10. Safety is key in this class!  If you are unsafe, as determined by your teacher, you will sit out of an activity.  If the behavior continues, you will be given a detention from academies and your teacher will contact home.
11. Journals will be assessed every month. 
12. Try your best in everything that you do!
13. Be bold and share your ideas!

14. Students will be required to bring in $20.00 as soon as possible for purchasing the 2 novels. Digital copies are an option if this is a fee that cannot be managed. Purchasing a book allows accountability for students, and they develop the ability to form a unique relationship with the text by writing and interacting in the literature. 


*Subject to Change*

	Month
	Some of the things we will be doing

	September 

	Genre: Short Story This unit will explore effective storytelling through a variety of texts. They will also learn about and employ foreshadowing and the elements of suspense in their own writing. Texts: Sightlines short stories and a variety of other texts including visuals. 

	October 
	Genre: Short Story/Poetry. Students will continue the exploration of storytelling techniques, this time through the genre of poetry.  Texts: Sightlines poetry, a variety of music, and a variety of visuals. 

	November

	Genre:  Poetry: Students will continue their work with analyzing and understanding poetry. First Write-On. Texts: Sightlines short stories and poetry, a variety of music, a variety of visuals. 

	December 
	Genre: Novel. Students will study the concept of identity in this unit.  Reflective writing based on prompts. A major portfolio project will be included in this unit. Novel Study: The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi. 

	January 

	Genre: Novel.  Students will continue to study the novel and complete a major portfolio assignment. A summative exam will be given at the end of the unit.

	February 
	Genre: Non-Fiction.  Students will be introduced to non-fiction (expository) writing through a variety of texts. They will not only read, but also participate in the creation of text pieces. 

	March


	Genre: Film Study This unit will focus on the different techniques found in the medium of film. Students will watch a film and analyze the elements within it as well as the storytelling aspect. Film TBD. 

	April


	Theme: Film Study/ Novel Students will have the opportunity to work with their peers in a novel that will be determined at a later date. A second write-on will be done in April.

	May 


	Genre: Novel Students will continue to work on their novel study and present the reading and their analysis of it to their classmates.

	June 


	Review Students will prepare for their final exam which will include reading comprehension, different elements from the genres covered, and grammar.


Feel free to contact me throughout the year at Caroline.Lucas@ecsd.net or 780-433-1062
“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.” –Joseph Addison
Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Lucas 2017-18

